DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF ABENBURY COMMUNITY COUNCIL[endnoteRef:2]  HELD ON THE   12th OF MAY 2026	 [2: ] 

Members Present: Councillors: P. Done, M. Williams, J. Jones, R. Jewkes
Chair: Councillor J. Jones
Clerk: Serena Baxter.  
Apologies: Councillors K. Evans A. Reeves, G. Williams, P. Graham-Palmer, M. Morris (Wrexham CBC),
	581. \
	 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Apologies were noted and accepted. The meeting was advised that Councillor Reeves had tendered his resignation from the Community Council. Councillors expressed their regret at this news and it was noted that Councillor Reeves had served as a Community Councillor for over 60 years. The Clerk will draft a letter.
	  

	582. 
	[bookmark: _Hlk505788213] DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the existence and nature of any personal and/ or prejudicial interest for any item under discussion.  
	

	583. 
	[bookmark: _Hlk134527090]PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   There were no members of the public present. 
	

	584. 
	TO ELECT A CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL AND RECEIVE THE CHAIR’S DECLARATION OF OFFICE: The Clerk advised of the requirement to nominate a chair for the forthcoming year. After consideration, Councillor Jones advised that she would be prepared to serve again as Chair. This was seconded by Councillor Done and those present were in unanimous agreement in electing Councillor Jones as Chair. RESOLVED: Councillor J. Jones to serve as Chair of the Council for the forthcoming year.
	

	585. 
	TO ELECT A VICE-CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL: After consideration, it was proposed by Councillor Done and seconded by Councillor Jones, that Councillor Graham-Palmer be elected to serve as Vice-Chair. RESOLVED: Councillor Graham-Palmer to serve as Vice-Chair. 
	

	586. 
	REVIEW AND REAFFIRM THE FOLLOWING COUNCIL DOCUMENTS: i) Council’s Standing Orders. These were reviewed and reaffirmed. ii) Code of Conduct: This was reviewed and reaffirmed. iii) Financial Regulations Wales: These were reviewed and reaffirmed. iv) Statement of Reserves 2026-2027: This document was APPROVED. v.)  Internal Controls 2026-2027: This document was APPROVED. vi) Risk Management document 2026-2027: This document was APPROVED. vii) Investment Strategy 2026-2027: This document was APPROVED. viii) The Clerk advised the Council of the terms of the General Power of Competence, which must be recorded in the Annual Return. This was ACCEPTED. 	
	

	587. 
	SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 2026-2027: The Schedule of meetings for the forthcoming year was APPROVED. 
	

	588. 
	CRIME REPORT AND POLICING MATTERS:  There was no crime report received for consideration.
	

	589. 
	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 16TH OF MARCH 2026:   The Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th of April 2026 were APPROVED as a true record. 
	

	590. .
	MATTERS ARISING:  The item reported by Councillor Jones at the previous meeting concerning Old Llwyn Onn farm was further reported on. The Clerk will chase this matter
	

	591. 
	UPDATE REGARDING VACANCIES ON THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST RECEIVED, REQUIRING APPROVAL OF CO-OPTION:   The Clerk advised vacancies continue to be advertised. The Clerk will continue with an order for the Annual report, to contain a piece about Vacancies.  The new Vacancy will be advertised appropriately notifying Electoral. 
	

	592. 
	FINANCIAL MATTERS, BUDGET, ACCOUNTS: i) The Payments set out for payment in May 2026 were APPROVED.  The Clerk also gave the balances in the bank accounts.
	Payment To
	Reason
	Amount £

	Clerk- 1st  May 2026
	Clerk’s salary NJC rates 20 contracted hours 
	

	HMRC
	Associated tax to be paid
	

	Vodafone
	Telephone account  May 2026 
	22.10

	JDH Business Services
	Internal  audit costs
	351.60

	Pentre Gwyn Tany Coed  Community Association
	Room Hire costs 26-27
	260.00

	Green Barnes Ltd
	Costs of  2 packs of Noticeboard Magnets
	41.33

	WCBC
	 Quarterly Maintenance Community Street Lighting
	166.27

	
	
	


ii)  The Clerk presented the Income and expenditure report for 2025-2026. This was Accepted. 
iii) The Clerk also presented the Internal Audit report from JDH that had been received, in respect of 2025-2026. This was reviewed and Accepted.   
	

	593. 
	PLANNING MATTERS: There were no new Planning Proposals for consideration. However, the Planning Officer had written in respect of amended plans for P/2025/0608: - Amended Plans - Change of use of building from class A2 (financial and professional services) to class A3 (café / restaurant) location: Bank, Bridge Road, Wrexham Industrial Estate, Wrexham, LL13 9PS. Concerns discussed included  HGV deliveries which should not impact on pedestrian safety. It was agreed to respond to the Planning Officer supporting the Highways department’s position but that if a satisfactory compromise can be found that resolves pedestrian safety that will be acceptable. It was noted that road markings and other measures could be looked at to improve safety on the junction. 
	

	594. 
	PRIDE IN PLACE COMMUNITY FUNDING:   The Clerk circulated documents with quotations for adult gym equipment received for Ray Parry and these were considered. It was Agreed to consider this in more depth at the next meeting in terms of items to be proceeded with. 
	

	595. 
	 PENTRE MAELOR LAND LEASED FOR COMMUNITY ORCHARD: The Clerk reported that the planned meeting on site did not go ahead and she is endeavouring to rearrange this.  The trees appear to have survived. The grass cutting contract is in place.  Watering was discussed and the Clerk will look into whether a discreet stop tap can be arranged with Welsh Water. 
	

	596. 
	CLERK’S REPORT AND CORRESPONDANCE:   The Clerk presented the report and correspondence list, which was noted.   The Clerk advised of correspondence received from Wrexham Council advising that the Community Agent scheme is to be finished. A letter of thanks was received from Marie Curie in respect of the donation made. 
	 

	597. 
	REPORTS FROM MEMBERS:  Councillor Done advised that the  parking situation at Clywedog Road South is once again  becoming a problem , with visibility greatly reduced and the possibility of near misses. It was AGREED to approach Highways for a Yellow line Traffic Order to be put on the area.  
	

	598. 
	NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be held on Monday the 15th of June 2026 at 7pm at Hotel Wrexham . 
	



COUNCILLOR J JONES ( CHAIR) ……………………………………………………
DATE:…………………..
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