DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ABENBURY COMMUNITY COUNCIL[endnoteRef:2]  HELD ON THE   14th of SEPTEMBER 2026	 [2: ] 

Members Present: Councillors: P. Graham-Palmer, M. Williams, M. Morris (Wrexham CBC), J. Jones, R. Jewkes,
Chair: Councillor J. Jones 
Clerk: Serena Baxter.  
Apologies: Councillor P. Done, K. Evans
Also in attendance. Residents of Llwyn Onn, PCSO Emma Maddocks and colleague 
	629. \
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Apologies were noted and accepted. 
	  

	630. 
	[bookmark: _Hlk505788213] DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were reminded that they should declare the existence and nature of any personal and/ or prejudicial interest for any item under discussion.  
	

	631. 
	CRIME REPORT AND POLICING MATTERS: PCSO Emma Maddocks attended and presented her reports with additional information concerning Abenbury and some incidents of Anti-Social behaviour in the vicinity of Erlas. She also advised on action taken concerning electric scooters.  The report for August was considered. There were no comments to make. PCSO Maddocks was thanked for her report and left the meeting.
	

	632. 
	[bookmark: _Hlk134527090]PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   A number of residents were present from Llwyn Onn and asked to address the meeting. The meeting was adjourned to allow residents to speak. Ms Keiler spoke on behalf of residents. She advised that a number of residents had concerns about the proposal to site adult gym equipment in any green area location across the Llwyn Onn estate. Residents did not think the equipment would be used but instead would form a focal point for anti-social behaviour and potentially young children could misuse the equipment. The areas proposed are not overlooked. Communication from the Community Council had been poor in asking residents for their views.  Ms Keiler was thanked and the meeting reconvened.
	

	633. 
	PRIDE IN PLACE COMMUNITY FUNDING: Councillor M. Williams moved that Item 11 on the agenda be brought forward and this was AGREED. This item was brought forward to discuss, given the subject had been raised by those residents present. The Clerk updated members on the background to the proposals and the communication carried out so far. Wrexham Council had notified all Community Councils of the potential for grant monies in late March 2026 and asked for expressions of interest within a fortnight. Abenbury CC followed what other Community Councils were doing, inviting suggestions from residents via local social media groups, the Council’s own website and the noticeboards. On review of suggestions put forward, this suggestion fitted the criteria put forward by Wrexham Council Other suggestions did not fit these criteria or the powers of the Community Council.  A number of other suggestions that did fit the criteria were also agreed upon.
A further communication went out to every household via the Annual report which was hand delivered by Councillors to every household. No approval for any items has been granted as yet, as the grants team wrote very recently asking that permissions for proposals be obtained from all departments of Wrexham Council or any owners of land. This is in hand. After discussion it was AGREED that, given residents’ concerns and comments, there should be no siting of adult gym equipment on Llwyn Onn.  The Clerk will inform the grants team that the money cannot be drawn down for this purpose.  The adult gym equipment will go ahead on Pentre Maelor and in addition the Clerk will endeavour to see if the proposed footpath can be funded from the Pride in Place grant money, albeit at a late stage. The funding for proposals for Llwyn Onn to have new road signs and a bin on Cefn road, as well as additional lighting in a dark spot, will continue to be sought.  Communication has been received from the Grants team, offering a partial approval. These items can now be ordered. This was AGREED. The Clerk will action.  With regard to the Community Centre site, the Legal and Assets department are asking for a more detailed plan. This may require a surveyor to draft to the level of detail required. It was AGREED that the Clerk can explore the costs of a surveyor and liaise with the Chair to take forward as required.
	

	634. 
	REPORTS FROM MEMBERS: Councillor Jewkes requested that this item be brought forward in view of a resident present who had approached her about a concern. It was explained that while residents do not have any issue with any individual housed in a community living scheme on Llwyn Onn, parking remains an issue, and in addition there are concerns about the outside condition of the property. In addition, a further property has had building work carried out over the past six months, to be used for community living, and residents have suffered noise and nuisance, including pile driving, mess being left, boundaries being disturbed and workmen swearing and issues around the use of a portaloo. They have tried to make approaches to the company to no avail. Members were concerned to hear about these issues. Councillor Morris undertook to raise the matter with the Adult Social Care Manager, and the Clerk will write to the Management company on behalf of the Community Council.  Residents are concerned that if further bungalows are purchased and adapted in this way, that other residents will suffer. Residents present then left the meeting. 
	

	635. 
	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13TH OF JULY 2026:   The Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th of July 2026 were APPROVED as a true record. 
	

	636. .
	MATTERS ARISING:   There were no matters arising. 
	

	637. 
	UPDATE REGARDING VACANCIES ON THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST RECEIVED, REQUIRING APPROVAL OF CO-OPTION:   The Clerk advised vacancies continue to be advertised. No response has been received to the additional vacancy information contained within the Annual report that was hand delivered to every household. It was decided that nothing further can be done at present, but members remain concerned that there is now no representation from Pentre Maelor. 
	

	638. 
	FINANCIAL MATTERS, BUDGET, ACCOUNTS: i) The Payments set out for payment in September 2026 were APPROVED.  The Clerk also gave the balances in the bank accounts.
	Payment To
	Reason
	Amount £

	Clerk- 1st Aug and 1st Sept 2026
	Clerk’s salary NJC rates 20 contracted hours 
	

	HMRC (as above) 
	Associated tax to be paid
	

	Vodafone
	Telephone account Aug & Sept  2026 
	24.60 x 2 

	Bank charge
	
	7.00

	Wrexham County Borough Council 
	Quarterly Maintenance Street Lighting
	200.40

	My Tidy Garden
	Grass cutting Community Centre site
	360.00

	S. Baxter 
	Clerk’s expenses Quarter 1 
	132.29

	Derwen Computers 
	Labour (investigating malware) 
	20.00


ii)  The Clerk advised on the communication received from One Voice Wales concerning NALC recommendations for salary uplift 2026-2027 for Clerks. This was considered and the increase advised was APPROVED.  
	

	639. 
	PLANNING MATTERS: The following Planning matters for consultation were considered: 
i. P/2026/0487: Formation of landscaped and pedestrian area with associated works: – Building 7, Ipsen Biopharm Ltd, Ash Road North, Wrexham Industrial Estate, Wrexham: - Councillors were very concerned at this proposal and wished to object on the following grounds:  This proposal will remove a longstanding busy highway, and this will be to the detriment of other businesses and their staff and deliveries nearby. These other well-established businesses will be inconvenienced, with their associated traffic having to go in a less direct route elsewhere around the Industrial estate.  This would have a detrimental environmental impact and seems set to benefit only one business.  The Council would suggest as an alternative, the installation of a pedestrian crossing for the staff of the Ipsen plant.
ii. P/2026/0488: Erection of Multi storey car park and associated access: - Building 7, Ipsen Biopharm Ltd, Ash Road North, Wrexham Industrial Estate, Wrexham.:  Councillors were very concerned at this proposal. It appears from the design and access statement that the staffing of Ipsen remains the same or is increasing by a negligible amount, therefore there appears no rationale for such a large building to accommodate cars. It was suggested that staff should be encouraged to car share, in order to be more environmentally friendly as part of a solution.  Members raised concerns about the size, height and visual impact of such a proposal in this location.  There is an obvious adverse impact on nearby ecology, and such a large building will undoubtedly increase the Lighting pollution, which would affect bats and nocturnal and roosting birds in particular. There is no apparent benefit to the wider Industrial estate community or businesses and there does not appear to be any strong rationale for a dedicated car park building in this way, taking land that could be used for business purposes. The Council wishes to strongly object and asks that this proposal be rethought. 
iii. P/2026/0457: Extension to existing facilities to accommodate new production line, erection of welfare and store extension and new external canopy with associated site works: - Ardagh Metal Beverage, Bridge Road North, Wrexham Industrial estate, Wrexham:  The Council had no objection to the proposal. 
iv. P/2026/0446:  Installation of circulation roadway: - Ardagh Metal Beverage, Bridge Road North, Wrexham Industrial Estate, Wrexham. The Clerk advised that it appears that this has already been determined by Planning Committee.
v. P/2022/0065: Amendment – Hybrid plans, A) Full permission to erect 31 units for B1/B2/B8 use, refurbishment of existing retail and food and drinks units     B) Outline permission (all matters reserved except access) for up to 19 Industrial (B1/B2/B8 use) with associated access, Landscaping and infrastructure works: - The Bridgeway Centre, Bridge Road, Wrexham Industrial estate, Wrexham : The Council considered the proposal and  wished to express its support for the comments as set out in the memorandum form the Chief Officer, Environmental and Technical, concerning Highways matters and dated 24.4.2025. This Memorandum succinctly details many of the concerns of the Community Council to this proposal, in particular pedestrian safety, tight turning and parking bays, access and visibility onto surrounding roads, and associated spillover of traffic visiting the site which often parks in nearby roadsides and bus stops. These are the main concerns which need to be addressed satisfactorily.
vi. P/2026/0442: Change of use of building from class B2/B8 (General Industry storage and distribution) to mixed use Class B1/B2/B8 (Business/ General Industry/ storage and distribution) to facilitate its use as a bakery, Insertion of Mezzanine Level, erection of single bay rear extension and side extension, modified parking and servicing arrangements and installation of external silos and plant location: - Village Bakery Ltd, Coed Aben road, Wrexham Industrial estate, Wrexham LL13 9UH. This was considered and the Council had no objection to make.
	

	640. 
	MODEL STANDING ORDERS- AMENDMENT FOR APPROVAL AS PER GUIDANCE FROM ONE VOICE WALES: The Clerk outlined the communication from One Voice Wales which advised amendments within the section concerning procurement only. It was RESOLVED to adopt these amendments within the Council’s Standing Orders document.
	

	641. 
	 PENTRE MAELOR LAND LEASED FOR COMMUNITY ORCHARD:  It was noted that the situation is as described above where Pride in Place funding is concerned. The Clerk advised that she would chase again with WCBC for the possibility of a bollard for the rear of Bridgeway West. The suggestion was made of further trees as had been designated on the original plan. The Clerk advised that further invitations to apply for trees as part of a grant are being forwarded, for example from Keep Wales Tidy so she will look into this. It was also suggested by Councillor Jones that an item of Play equipment could be put forward to Pride in Place for Maes Brenin. It was agreed that the Clerk will pass on supplier contact details so that Councillor Jones and Councillor Graham-Palmer could look at which items might be most suitable and report back to the next meeting.  
	

	642. 
	CLERK’S REPORT AND CORRESPONDANCE:   The Clerk outlined her report which was noted. Items of note included the work being done to secure an electricity provider for lighting with Utility Aid. The Annual Play Area Inspection Report had been received, which did not indicate any items of concern or action required at Maes Brenin.  Communication had been received from WCBC regarding publicity for a new dog fouling campaign.
	 

	643. 
	REPORTS FROM MEMBERS:  There were no further reports made.
	

	644. 
	NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be held on Monday the 12th of October 2026 at 7pm at Pentre Gwyn Community Centre. 
	



COUNCILLOR J JONES (CHAIR) ……………………………………………………
DATE:………………..
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